
Nuffield Trust Vital PAC project: Advisory Group Terms of Reference
Objective
To act as an advisory group for the project, providing clinical, analytical and service delivery expertise. 
Project aims

· To analyse patterns and trends in vital signs data, specifically:

· Has there been a change over time in the burden of disease of patients admitted to hospital in an emergency, as indicated by physiological parameters of patients on the ward?
· Do patients admitted as emergencies at the weekend have a different physiological profile from those admitted during the week?

· What is the physiological trajectory of patients who have a length of stay in hospital of more than 5 days?

· To assess the strengths and weakness of using vital signs data for secondary analysis 

· To share learning between NHS organisations on using digital vital signs data for understanding case-mix and patient flow.

Terms of reference

· To ensure the research builds on existing knowledge and expertise from analysis of vital signs data;

· To provide clinical and operational input into the research and methods and interpretation of findings;

· To review and advise on progress with the research, including changes to the research protocol which may be proposed as a result of data availability or other factors;
· To review and comment on drafts findings and reports, where appropriate.
Way of working
· It is expected that the Group will meet three times a year, but members may also be asked to comment on papers and share their views between meetings, on an ad hoc basis. 
· The group will be supported by the Research Team at the Nuffield Trust. 

· Communication will be via email;

· Meetings will take place at the Nuffield Trust, 59 New Cavendish Street, London, W1G 7LP, with the option of dialling into meetings by phone where required.
· Agendas and papers will usually be distributed three working days prior to the meeting.

· The Group provides a source of expertise and guidance, but is advisory only.
· For further information please contact: Sarah Scobie, sarah.scobie@nuffieldtrust.org.uk, 07780 475568
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